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ANNUAL REPORT 

To December 31, 1887. 



TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 

Metropolitan Museum of Art. 



The Trustees for the year ending December 31, 1887, respect- 
fully report: 

The receipts for the year 1887 have been as follows: 

January 1, Balance in Bank 

Received Gift of a Trustee for Art School Fund. . 

" from new Fellowships 

" " Annual Members, $10 each 

" " Special Subscriptions for purchase 

of Works of Art 

" " Admission Fees 

" " Sales of Hand Books 

" " Dept. of Public Parks, balance of 

ap'propriation of 1886 

" " Dept. of Public Parks on account of 

appropriation of 1887 

" Income of Vanderbilt Fund 

" " " Reed Fund 

" Additional Income of Art School Fund... 

" Income of Willard Fund 

" Library Fund 

" Bond and Mortgage of Reed Fund paid.. 
" from Temporary Loan called in 



The disbursements have been: 

By amount paid for Current Expenses 

" " " Printing, Stationery and Hand 

Books 

" " " CurrentExpensesof the Library 

" " toward support of Art Schools.... 

" " for Objects of Art and Furniture. . 

Investment (in Bonds) of Art School Funds . . . 

" " for Reed Fund 

■ Special Deposit Income of Willard Fund 

December 31, Balance in Bank 



$40 99 


30,000 00 


1,600 00 


13,790 00 


1,500 00 


4,441 25 


6,469 15 


141 77 


14,894 16 


5,000 00 


2,925 38 


750 00 


4,113 89 


359 77 


23,000 00 


3,000 CO 


1112.026 36 


$39,425 10 


3,789 52 


859 77 


4,000 00 


4,138 36 


30,000 00 


26,652 50 


4,113 89 


47 22 



$112,026 36 
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The following statement exhibits the present condition of the 
Museum Funds: 

GENERAL ENDOWMENT FUND. 

Lake Shore & Michigan Northern Railway Co. Con- 
solidated First Mortgage Sinking Fund Bonds, 
Registered. Principal due October 1st, 1890. 
Interest @ 5^, payable quarterly 100,000 00 

The above sum, 1100,000, was the gift by bequest of the late 
William H. Vanderbilt. The income is applied to the payment 
of general expenses of the Museum. The fund is appropriated 
by the Trustees as the nucleus of a general endowment fund for 
the institution. 

FUND FOR THE ART SCHOOLS. 

Bond and Mortgage on Real Estate in New York City 
(Second Avenue). Interest @ 5^^, payable June 
and December 113,000 00 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railway Co. 
Consolidated 5j^ Bonds. Principal due April 1st, 
1934. Interest payable April 1st and Oct. 1st.. . 21,000 00 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa Falls & Northwestern Raiway 
Co. First Mtg. 5^ Bonds. Principal due October 
1st, 1931. Interest payable April 1st and Octo- 
ber 1st. Principal and interest guaranteed by the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northwestern Rail- 
way Co 10,000 00 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway Co. 
General Consolidated 5^ Bonds. Principal due 
April 1st, 1931. Interest payable April 1st and 
October 1st 6,000 00 

The above $50,000 constitutes the Reed Fund, the gift of Mr. 
Gideon F. T. Reed. 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway Co. 
General Consolidated 5^ Bonds. Principal due 
April 1st, 1931. Interest payable April 1st and 
October 1st 30,000 00 

The above $30,000 is the gift of Mr. Henry G. Marquand, one 
of the Trustees. The income of this Fund of Eighty Thousand 
Dollars is specially appropriated for the maintenance of the Art 
Schools. 
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LIBRARY FUND. 

North Wisconsin Railway C^o. First Mortgage Bonds. 
Principal due January 1st, 1930. Interest @ 6^, 
payable January 1st and July 1st 3,000 00 

St. Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern Railway Co. 
General Consolidated Mortgage Bonds. Princi- 
pal due April 1st, 1931. Interest @ 5fi, payable 
April 1st and October 1st 2,000 00 

St. Louis Ore & Steel Co. First Mortgage Bonds. 
Principal due January 1st, 1017. Interest @ 6^, 
payable January 1st and July 1st 2,000 00 

Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway Co., two 

shares® 1100 each 200 00 

Of this 17,200 constituting the Library Fund, 15,000 is the 
gift of one of the Trustees (Mr. Heber R. Bishop) and $2,200 
the gift of another Trustee (Mr. H. G. Marquand). The income 
is devoted to Library Expenses. 

WILLARD FUND. 

Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley R. R. Co. Con- 
solidated Mortgage Bonds. Principal due Octo- 
ber 1st, 1933. Interest @ 6$^, payable April 1st 
and October 1st. Principal and interest guaran- 
teed by the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Co. 50,000 00 

Morris & Essex R. R. Co. Second Mortgage Bonds. 
Principal due August 1st, 1891. Interest @ 7j(!, 
payable February 1st and August 1st 10,000 00 

Safe Deposit Company of New York, 40 shares at 

$25 each 1,000 00 

Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1887 10,694 19 

The above Fund, the bequest of Mr. Levi H. Willard, is de- 
voted to the purchase of Architectural Illustrations. 

The total property of the Institution was estimated, January 
1st, 1887, at $1,011,934.03. Our property, January 1, 1888, is 
estimated at $1,693,842.73, showing an increase during the year 
of $681,908.70. This increase is by acquisitions; not by ad- 
vanced values. The estimate includes only property in hand and 
no account is made of legacies and gifts not actually received. 
■ In exchanging with the members our congratulations on the 
advance made during the past twelve months, the Trustees also 
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look back with interest and satisfaction at the continuous and 
unbroken history of the growth of the institution, which has not 
been interrupted or checked from the day of its origin to the 
present time. The underlying cause of this constant and unvary- 
ing progress in each year has been the unity of purpose and of 
counsels in the membership, the unanimous adherence to the ob- 
jects and principles with which we began our work, the unre- 
strained generosity with which contributions have been made to 
.its purposes, and the abiding faith which has prevailed among us 
in the future of the museum. Our present condition, our largt 
possessions in art illustration, our ability to instruct the people in 
so many departments of art production — these are the result of 
the united labors of a comparatively few ladies and gentlemen, 
who have at no time since beginning their work, ceased in their 
unselfish devotion to the institution. 

The financial report shows a large increase of property during 
the past year, a corresponding increase in expenditure, and such 
an increase in income that we have reached the end of another 
year without debt and with a small balance in the treasury. It 
appears also from the report that our income during the year has 
so far exceeded actual running expenses that we have been able 
to make some small purchases of important objects. 

A very simple analysis of the financial statement will show our 
present resources. The utmost economy has been practiced as 
in former years. The actual expenses of keeping the Museum 
exhibitions open to the public, and taking care of its property, 
have been $42,620.35. Of this sum $15,035.93 has been received 
from the City, in consideration of your free admission of the 
public four days in each week. The remainder, $27,584.42, has 
been expended by you out of your own funds. So long as the 
interest which members have displayed in the Museum shall con- 
tinue, the large portion of our income which they contribute may 
be relied on. The expenses, however, must necessarily increase 
from year to year, and the future of the institution demands pro- 
vision for this inevitable increase. The extension of the building 
will make necessary an immediate and very large addition to 
current expenses, which must be provided for. 

The year has been distinguished by additions to our collec- 
tions in various departments of the arts. 
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In March Mr. Cornelius Vanderbilt, one of the Trustees, pre- 
sented to us the well-known painting, The Horse Fair, by Rosa 
Bonheur. The history of this painting which has now reached 
a final place of rest in our gallery, is of great interest. It was 
painted in 1852, and in 1855 was offered for sale by the artist to 
her native city, Bordeaux, for 13.000 francs. The offer having 
been declined, she subsequently sold it for 40,000 francs. She 
painted for the purchaser, and presented to him, a small picture 
of the same subject from which Thomas Landseer made the well- 
known engraving. The original picture was sold in this country 
for 30,000 francs, about $6,000. The smaller picture after being 
sold, passed by bequest to the National Gallery in.London, where 
it now remains. The original, having been purchased by Mr. 
A. T. Stewart, of New York, remained in his collection till its 
dispersal after his death, when it was purchased by Mr. Vander- 
bilt for $53,000 and presented to the Museum. 

Hon. Henry Hilton presented to us two pictures of extraordi- 
nary value, one by Meissonier, entitled " Friedland, 1807," the 
other by D6taille, entitled " The Defence of Champigny." 

The Meissonier is one of the most celebrated works of that 
master, on which, the artist said, "I have bestowed all the science 
and experience I have been able to acquire in my art;" and 
he added (in a private letter to the purchaser), " as to the execu- 
tion, only a painter (and one of great experience) can say what 
time, labor, and patience have been brought to bear upon this 
work to produce a single whole out of so many diverse elements. 
Only he can say how difficult it is, from such varied materials, to 
put aside all those artifices which so often are used in art to cover 
defects. The growing wheat is even proof of the difficulties I 
have encountered in covering it with the dust which hides so 
many things." 

This painting also formed a part of the collection of Mr. A. T. 
Stewart, and was purchased by Judge Hilton at the sale for 
$66,000. 

The D^taille was purchased from the artist by Judge Hilton. 
Aside from the value of the picture as a work of art it has addi- 
tional interest in the fact that the artist was himself a soldier. 
He says of it, in a letter to Judge Hilton: 

" I have endeavored to portray, in the most exact manner pos- 
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sible, the various scenes of which I was a witness, having been 
myself a soldier in the "Garde Mobile" during the siege of Paris; 
and in painting this work I have had the advantage of being able 
to reproduce some souvenirs absolutely personal. I attach, 
therefore, much importance to this painting, and am specially 
desirous — outside of the Paris Exhibition — for permission to ex- 
hibit it in Germany, where I have been very particularly solicited 
to show my military works." 

Mr. Horace Russell presented to us a painting by Piloty, 
" Thusnelda at the triumphal entry of Germanicus into Rome." 
This work was painted to order for Mr. A. T. Stewart, and was 
purchased at the sale of his collection by Mr. Russell. The 
scene is that referred to by Strabo (vii. 1. 4) who speaks of the 
conquered Cherusci as having "furnished to Germanicus the 
younger, the opportunity of a most brilliant triumph, he leading 
publicly as his captives the most illustrious persons, both men 
and women, amongst whom were Segimuntus, the son of Segestes, 
the chief of the Cherusci, and his sister named Thusnelda, the 
wife of Arminius, who led on the Cherusci when they treacher- 
ously attacked Quintilius Varus." 

The Trustees take especial pleasure in acknowledging from 
Mr. Junius S. Morgan, a member of the Museum, resident in 
London, whose interest in and services to the institution have 
been unfailing, the gift of a noble picture by Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds. In presenting it Mr. Morgan wrote to the President: " I 
have just become the fortunate owner of a picture by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. It contains the portraits of the Hon. Henry Fane, 
Charles Blair, Esq., and Inigo Jones, Esq., Trustees of the tenth 
Earl of Westmoreland, for whom it was painted in 1780, and has 
remained in the family of the Earls of Westmoreland from that 
day to this. It is, I think, a noble example of the great master, 
and, as such, worthy of a place upon the walls of some public 
gallery. It was in the hope that it might find such a place in my 
own country that I purchased and now offer it for acceptance of 
the Museum of Art in New York." 

The painting is one of the largest, as it is also one of the finest, 
examples known of the works of the great English master, and 
has no superior, if it has any equal, in quality and condition. It 
is an interesting fact, illustrating the ever increasing value of ex- 
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cellent works of art, that Sir Joshua received for this painting 
;^200, and that Mr. Morgan acquired it from the Earl of West- 
moreland in 1887, for a sum which although not stated, is known 
to have been not less than _;^10,000. 

Miss Catharine Lorillard Wolfe of this city, who died April 4, 
1887, by her last will made the following provision, which has 
been accepted by your Trustees: 

" I give and bequeath to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, chartered by the 
State of New Yoric and located in the City of New York, all articles of the 
following description which may belong to me at the time of my decease and be 
then situated or remaining in the City of New York, namely : my entire collec- 
tion of modern oil paintings, with their frames, and also my water color draw- 
ings with their frames, which painting's include the original portrait of my late 
father, John David Wolfe, by Huntington, and my own portrait by Alexander 
Cabanel, all which works of art by this section of my will disposed of shall l>e 
properly selected, and scheduled by my executors, and shall thereafter and 
within six months after my decease be delivered by them to said Metropolitan 
Museum of Art as its own absolute property, and subject to its absolute disposal, 
but with the desire and hope on my part that the same may be had, held and 
exhibited by that institution for the enjoyment and recreation of all who may 
frequent its rooms, and also with a view to the education and cultivation of the 
public taste for the fine arts. This gift, however, is upon express condition 
that the trustees and managers of said institution shall provide and set apart 
exclusively for the said collection a suitable, well-lighted fire-proof apartment, 
gallery or separate space, where the paintings and water color drawings herein 
mentioned shall be properly arranged and displayed; and provided also, that 
said collection shall be designated and continue to be known as the "Catharine 
Lorillard Wolfe Collection. And in order to provide for the better preservation 
of said paintings and drawings, and the future increase of said collection, I 
give and bequeath to my executors the sum of two hundred thousand dollars in 
money (or in stocks or securities deemed by them to be of that value) upon trust, 
to be held and kept invested in United States or State stocks or bonds in good 
credit, or other securities, strictly approved for the investment of trust funds, 
and to receive the interest or income thereof and apply the net amount of the 
same as it shall from time to time accrue to the use of the said Metropolitan 
Museum of Art during the lives of David Wolfe Bishopand Louie L. Lorillard, 
twoof said executors, and the life of the survivor of them, to the intent that such 
income shall be applied from time to time by said institution for such judicious 
repairs as may be necessary to the said works of art, and any surplus thereof to 
be expended for the purchase or acquisition of other original modern oil paint- 
ings either by native or foreign artists, but only for works of acknowledged 
merit and superior excellence, both in subject and execution, in the departments 
of art known as figure, landscape and genre subjects, and which shall become 
additions to the original collection hereby bequeathed, and shall continue to be 
part of the collection designated and known as aforesaid. 

" And I further provide that should the said Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
in the judgment of my executors, have or acquire the legal right under existing 
or future statutes to continue to hold the said fund in perpetuity upon the trust 
and for the purposes herein expressed, it shall then be the duty of my executors 
to pay or deliver over said fund to said institution in trust and in such manner 
as to provide that it shall continue to be held and its income applied in per- 
petuity to the uses and purposes aforesaid." 

There being no doubt of the powers of the institution under 
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existing laws, it is understood that the fund will be paid over to us 
on the trusts as expressed in the will. 

Miss Wolfe was one of the earliest members of the Museum. 
Her interest in the institution was unflagging. Her contributions 
for the purchase of works of art, have been large From her 
eminent father, who, at his death, was president of a sister insti- 
tution (the American Museum of Natural History), she inherited 
sound judgment, broad benevolence, and a wide interest in the 
promotion of the education of the people. Her charities were 
large in number, generous in amount, catholic in character. 

The collection of paintings which she gave to us is a fitting 
memorial of the beauty and beneficence of her life. While we 
are enriched by her gift, the public of this and coming genera- 
tions will owe her a debt of gratitude which will increase from 
year to year as the refining and exalting influences of pure art 
continue their work among the people. 

The excellent judgment and foresight of Miss Wolfe are illus- 
trated by the provisions of this bequest. This Museum is not 
like the museums of Europe, the property of the people, with a 
national purse for its support. Every gift to it entails expense in 
the conservation of that gift. Pictures are especially objects for 
watchfulness and expensive care-taking, and oftentimes of repair. 
Our dependence is on our own annual contributions. Aware of 
this fact Miss Wolfe has provided for the future, by giving us a 
fund, the income of which will ensure the preservation of her 
collection, and furnish the means for the annual cost entailed by 
it on the Museum as well as for the future increase of her monu- 
mental gift. 

One of the galleries formerly used for the paintings of Old 
Masters was set apart for the reception of Miss Wolfe's paintings. 
These were received on the 18th day of October, and were first 
exhibited to members and their friends at the semi-annual recep- 
tion on the 7th day of November, 1887. 

To Mr. George I. Seney the Museum and the public owe 
hearty thanks for his donation of twenty oil paintings, all valuable 
and welcome additions to our galleries. A full list of these in- 
teresting paintings is annexed in the general list of gifts. 

Mr. William Schaus and various members, of his family have 
enriched our collections with gifts in sculpture and painting 
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Avhicli are enumerated in the aiinexed list. To these, and to all 
those who have contributed during the year and the years past, 
the thanks of many generations of Americans will be presented in 
each successive year of the long future. 

The catalogue of gifts received during the year is appended. 
Each of these has special value and importance in a museum, 
although it is not possible here to enumerate them. 

The great accumulation of valuable objects now in our store 
rooms, which we have no place to exhibit, urges on us the neces- 
sity of largely increased galleries. The Egyptian collection, of 
which mention was made in a former report, has continued to 
arrive in several consignments. The casts of works in sculpture, 
the property of various museums, are steadily reaching us in 
divisions, have been placed in order as rapidly as received, and 
have been covered and stored in the basement, which has been 
converted into a large store room. The Willard bequest, for the 
purchase of architectural illustrations, remains unexpended, ex- 
cept so far as the New York Chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects has been furnished with funds needed for prelimi- 
nary examination in Europe. It is expected that casts will begin 
to arrive in March. 

The new building, an extension of the present building, is pro- 
ceeding under the direction of the Department of Parks, and it 
is hoped will be completed in the course of the next summer. 

The Trustees record with pleasure the increase in gifts to the 
Museum of single objects, some of which are highly valuable in 
themselves, others become so when they are placed in historical 
connections. Very many such objects are in private hands in 
this country, where they are prized only as curiosities. It is one 
of the purposes of a museum of art to gather together scattered 
objects and make thetn instructive by arranging and exhibiting 
them in their proper historical relations. Many members recog- 
nize this fact, and have been in the habit of sending to the 
Museum single objects in various departments of art. The gradual 
extension of our exhibitions of ancient American art has been 
largely due to such gifts, with the result that these collections are 
assuming marked importance. 

Mr. S. L. M. Barlow, one of the Trustees, has from time to 
time contributed to these American examples, and within the 
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past year has added several important articles, until the sum 
of his donations amounts to a valuable and illustrative collec- 
tion. 

A few purchases of objects have been made during the year. 
The Trustees are forcibly impressed with the fact that at the 
present time many extraordinary opportunities are presented in 
Europe for the purchase of works of art which all museums like 
ours need for educational purposes. Important private collec- 
tions, some of them the growth of successive generations of 
wealthy and judicious collectors, are now broken up for sale. 
Museums of Europe are thus enabled to procure objects, which 
can never be duplicated, and which, once placed in public mu- 
seums, are forever beyond our reach. It is earnestly hoped that 
Americans will recognize these present unusual opportunities, 
and enable us to make acquisitions of permanent value and use- 
fulness. 

Among the most important benevolences of the Museum are 
our Art Schools. Their success has always commanded the in- 
terest of members, to whom the following extracts from the 
Report of the Art Schools' Committee will undoubtedly be grati> 
fying: 

" Your Committee have to report a decided and encouraging 
advance in the condition and prospects of the Art Schools dur- 
ing the past year. The average number of scholars on the roll is 
upwards of three hundred, and the progress made has been most 
satisfactory, as has also been the attendance. 

" To the classes of last year there has been added a Normal 
Class, for the instruction of public-school teachers, in order to 
fit them for teaching the rudiments of drawing to the pupils 
under their charge. The usefulness and importance of this 
branch of the Schools will be readily appreciated. The other 
classes are those in Free-Hand Drawing, Sculpture and Model- 
ing, Architecture, Window and Wall Decoration, Cabinet and 
Interior Designing, Wood Carvmg, Metal Work, and Etching. It 
has been found advisable to take the pupils from the very com- 
mencement of their studies; the instruction they may have re- 
ceived elsewhere not always being such as is requisite to lay a 
proper foundation for their future success. All of the classes 
have been doing well, and many of the advanced pupils have pro- 



387 

cured situations at remunerative prices, in establishments where 
practical designers are needed. 

" As the building formerly occupied, in 34th Street, was some- 
what inaccessible and the premises were likely to be required by 
the owners of the building, it was thought best to move the 
Schools. This was accomplished during the summer, and they 
now occupy two large rooms on the first and second floors of the 
Northeast corner of Third Avenue and 49th Street. These 
rooms, which are 50 feet by 120 feet, have been properly divided 
for the uses of the different classes, and until the Museum build- 
ing in the Park can accommodate them, th^y will properly meet 
all requirements, unless the number of pupils exceeds five hun- 
dred, which does not seem at all improbable, as a great many 
scholars come in after the first of January. 

" The great aim of the Committee has been to make these 
Schools as practical as possible in the direction of art education 
as applied to industry. 

" A Life Class has been found absolutely necessary, to supple- 
ment the study of the casts. 

" Lectures have also been given by Dr. Walter B. James and 
others, on Artistic Anatomy. These have proved of great ad- 
vantage to the scholars. 

" New materials in the way of models, plaster casts, and books 
for reference, are much needed. 

" With the continued growth of the Schools it is probable that 
the expenses will also increase. 

"The corps of Teachers are most satisfactory. They take 
great interest in the Schools and too much cannot be said in 
praise of their efficient and persistent efforts in their behalf." 

The Trustees again invite the attention of members to the im- 
portance of largely increasing the Library. It is absolutely nec- 
essary to the usefulness of the institution, that it should be 
thoroughly furnished and equipped with t>ooks of reference for 
the use of students now so numerous among visitors to the Mu- 
seum. The generosity of one member has placed in our posses- 
sion casts of all the great works of sculpture in foreign museums, 
the originals of which we cannot own. There are many thou- 
sands of works of art which can never be made accessible to 
American students except in the numerous and valuable books 
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in which they have been illustrated. That which, has been done 
for the history of art may be utilized in a well provided Library, 
while we go forward, with the other museums of the world in 
increasing by collections the means of instruction of our people 
in this and coming generations. Our financial ability at present 
enables us to do little more than keep up with the current li'era* 
ture of the world. The following is a list of periodicals which we 
receive. 

Pbbiodioai« takbn bt the Titrbawt; 
Gazette des Beaux Arts. 
Chronique des Arts. 
Portfolio. 
Etcher. 

Zeitsdudft fOr Bildende Ennsi 
Ktmst-Chronik. 

Bepertoiium f iir Ennst-Wiasenfichaft. 
Jahrbuch des EOniglich-Preuesisdhen Eunst-SommlungeiL 
ATch8.ologisch-Epigraphische Mittheilungeu aus Oesterreich. 
Mittheilungen des Ueutsohen Archaologiachen Instituts in Athen. 
Mittheilungen des Dentschen Archaologischen Instituts, BOmische 

Abtheilung. 
Jahrbuch des Deutschen ArchSologischen Instituts. 
Antike Denkmfiler. 

Bulletin de Correspondence Helleniqne. 
Gazette Archeologique. 
Eevue Archeologique. 

American Antiquarian and Oriental JonmaL 
American Architect. 
Journal of Hellenic Studies. 
Babylonian and Oriental Becord. 
Zeitschdit f Or Aegyptische Sprache. 
Academy. 

In conclusion, the Trustees again congratulate the members on 
■fce prospects of the institution to which they have given such 
warm and unselfish devotion. 
New York, January 23, 1888. 

By Order, JOHN TAYLOR JOHNSTON, 

President. 
LOUIS P. DI CESNOLA, 

Secretaty. 



